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Great Lakes Habitat InitiativeGreat Lakes Habitat Initiative 
Why?Why? 

Implement the habitat
recommendations of the 
Great Lakes Regional
Collaboration Strategy
(established under
Executive Order 13340) 
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Great Lakes Habitat InitiativeGreat Lakes Habitat Initiative
 
What?What?
 

Protection and restoration of wetlands and 

aquatic habitat in Great Lakes region
 

•	 Restoration of 200,000 acres of wetlands
 
•	 Complete 10 riverine restoration projects
 
•	 Restore native fish in open and nearshore 

waters 
•	 Restore 10,000 acres of coastal and upland 

habitat annually 
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Great Lakes Habitat InitiativeGreat Lakes Habitat Initiative 
Project PartnershipProject Partnership 

Council of Great Lakes 
Governors 
Ducks Unlimited Inc. 
Great Lakes Commission 
Great Lakes Fishery
Commission 
Great Lakes Indian Fish and 
Wildlife Commission 
Great Lakes and St. Lawrence 
Cites Initiative 
Healing Our Waters Coalition 

Natural Resources 
Conservation Service 
The Nature Conservancy 
U.S. EPA, Great Lakes 
National Program Office 
U.S. Geological Survey 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources 

5 



Great Lakes Habitat InitiativeGreat Lakes Habitat Initiative
 
How?How?
 

Identify site-specific projects that can be implemented 
under existing funding programs to protect and 
restore habitat in the Great Lakes Region. 

Four products: 
1. Inventory of habitat funding programs 
2. Inventory of potential habitat restoration 


projects
 

3. Lexicon of project characterization criteria 
4. Implementation plan 
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Funding Program DatabaseFunding Program Database
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Project DatabaseProject Database
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Project CharacterizationProject Characterization 
CriteriaCriteria 
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Implementation PlanImplementation Plan
 

• Two part plan was developed to achieve 
consensus 
• Accommodates Great Lakes Regional 

Collaboration Strategy goals 
and 

• Agency specific programs 
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Collaborative PlanningCollaborative Planning 
Benefits and Lessons LearnedBenefits and Lessons Learned 

Benefits: 
• Active participation and contributions from 

stakeholders to build consensus and facilitate 
implementation 

• Tools utilized to better align project outputs with 

regional goals
 

Lessons Learned:
 
• Requires tools, institutions, and leadership 
• Complex interstate/international water resource 

issues need Federal investment 
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QuestionsQuestions
 


