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Problem: loss of ecological integrity . . .Problem: loss of ecological integrity . . .

due to…

Destabilized tributary streams
Sedimentation of backwaters & 
side channels
Floodplain alteration
Water level fluctuations
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Loss of aquatic vegetation
Decline in macroinvertebrates
Loss of diving ducks and food 
for migratory waterfowl
Limitations in fisheries
Fragmented populations
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Overarching Goal:  Restore and maintain ecological 
integrity 
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2. Restore side channels and backwaters
3. Restore floodplain, riparian, and aquatic habitat 

and function
4. Increase fish passage
5. Naturalize hydrology and water levels
6. Improve water & sediment quality
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Restore connectivity
Restore hydrologic conditions
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areas

• Technologies and Innovative Approaches 
$585 M

• Management $55 M
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Tier I - $131.2 million program ($85.3 
million Fed) - 2011
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Mainstem – 3 backwaters, 4 SC/Islands, 1 floodplain 
area

• Technologies and Innovative 
Approaches $6.1 M

• Management $2.75 M
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LaGrange Pool - Side Chan & Isl
Tenmile Creek
Yellow River
Senachwine Creek
Crow Creek West
Starved Rock Pool – Side Chan
Fox River Fish Passage
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Recommendations will be Tiered
• Need to demonstrate benefits with initial projects 

Policy will change:
• OMB Letter – Returned system studies on Great 

Lakes, Puget Sound, Ohio River. . .  System 
studies will not be approved without detailed 
information on specific sites.

• Need detail on some/all sites for OMB approval
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Corps - IL River 
Basin Rest

Corps - 
NESP/EMP

Corps - O&M

USFWS USGS

USEPA

NRCS

Estimated amount by Federal agency shown 
(state or local match required for most)
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Need for cooperative agreements / 
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Feedback positive during study – we provide 
great value in doing Watershed Level 
Planning
Frustration with challenges/delays resolving 
policy (benefits, real estate, partnering with 
other Fed agencies/assistant agreements)
Frustration with getting implementation 
funds
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Goals - Limiting Factors/Desired Future –
hydrology and geomorphology
We are well suited to facilitate Watershed 
Planning 
Requires multi-agency planning and 
implementation – all levels 
Phased/tiered implementation, feas-level 
details on any initial sites

bradley.e.thompson@usace.army.mil
(309)794-5256
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