Western States
Watershed Study

Study Summary and Major
Accomplishments

Collaborative Assessments and
Demonstration/Pilot Studies that
Address Regional Priorities:

eBasic Water Data Collection

Drought, Nat'l. Hazards, Climate Change
' «Tools and Collaborative Planni

17 Western States ools and Collaborative Planning

eFederal Resources and Collaboration

eFederal Infrastructure Needs

«Policy/Programs




Our Partners and Stakeholder
Involvement
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Shared Vision Partne.rship Agreement
for,

the WESTERN StaTES WATERSHED STUDY

Purpose;
g term working and collaborative relationship between
participants at the Suute, Federal, and local levels to develop the Western Stales

Water Couneil (WSWC) and
gincers (Northwestern

Partnership with WSWC will provide long-term
opportunities for outreach, information sharing
(authorities, processes, infrastructure needs, etc)
and stakeholder involvement on a regional scale.
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http://www.epa.gov/cgi-bin/epalink?target=http://www.epa.gov/&logname=epahome&referrer=seal

Policy Issues

Issue: The AWRA and others have expressed the necessity for a
national assessment of water resources needs and policy

The WGA/WSWC have initiated actions that could
contribute information to a regional assessment in the
West. A regional assessment could potentially
demonstrate a process for a national assessment.
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Near-term policy assessments
and potential updates needed
to help accomplish goals.

Concept for the “Western States Federal Support Team” 3


http://www.epa.gov/cgi-bin/epalink?target=http://www.epa.gov/&logname=epahome&referrer=seal

Lessons Learned from the
Western States Watershed Study
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The Shared Vision Partnership Agreement with the WSWC was essential to help
establish study priorities and focus efforts.

Meaningful collaboration is a challenge and takes considerable time to establish but,
when accomplished, is proving effective. The WSWC is a valuable partner to help
encourage collaboration between federal agencies and provides opportunities for
outreach on a regional scale.

eBased on lessons learned from a small pilot scale activity, initial collaboration with
multiple Tribes on regional topics, such as drought/climate change, is very
challenging but can be accomplished through venues such as National Tribal
Environmental Council Conferences.

eUtilizing resources from IWR, ERDC, MSC’s, HQ, and on-going activities have
significantly benefited our customers and helped leverage study funds.

*Regional Watershed Studies provide excellent learning experiences for Corps
planners. Watershed study teams need to be adaptive and, as required, prepared
for team member retirements and job changes.



