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Water Resources and Reform 
Development Act

 Signed into law on 6/10/2014
 Primary legislation by which Congress 

authorizes the Corps of Engineers’ key 
civil works missions.
 WRRDA is strictly an authorizing 

legislation; it does not include funding. 
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WRRDA & Planning

 39 Sections assigned to Planning & Policy
►24 directly – or closely tied to – the Planning 

Program and Procedures
 Will impact PGN Baseline & Updates, 

Planning Bulletins (interim guidance), and 
more (TBD)

Congress is telling us: Get it done!
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Implementation Guidance
 The purpose of WRRDA Implementation Guidance is to: 

► Determine how the Administration/Agency will proceed 
under the new law in light of our current policies and 
procedures; or

► Develop new policies and procedures where needed to 
implement the law.

 Intent is to ensure consistent application of the law across 
the Corps.

 Not all provisions in the law may be funded or implemented 
as a matter of policy.
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WRRDA Supports Planning 
Modernization

 Reinforces and supports the advances we have 
made in Planning Modernization process and 
portfolio management objectives

 Underlines rigor required in resource-constrained 
environment (3x3x3) 

 Accountability for meeting our commitments 
(milestones)

 Importance of engagement with resource 
agencies
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Section 7001: Annual Report
 Identifies proposals for new study 

authorizations, new project authorizations, 
and modifications to existing project or 
feasibility study authorities. 

 Based, in part, on annual requests from non-
federal interests.

 Secretary “certifies” proposals meet WRRDA 
criteria

 Proposals that don’t meet criteria are 
included in an appendix
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Section 7001 Annual Report 
Does Not…

 Provide authorization
 Provide appropriation
 Replace New Start selection process
 Prioritize studies/projects
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Annual Report Timeline

Federal 
Register 

Notice for 
Public 

Proposals

1 May 1 September 15 October 1 Nov. 15 November 1 February

Deadline for 
Public 

Proposals

MSCs Submit 
Reviewed 

Proposals to 
RITs

RITs Submit 
List to 

CECW-P
CECW-P 

Submits Final 
List to 

ASA(CW)

ASA(CW) 
Submits 
Report to 
Congress
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2014’s Annual Report Timeline

Federal 
Register 

Notice for 
Public 

Proposals

31 July 3 December 15 Dec 18 Dec 22 Dec 1 February

Deadline for 
Public 

Proposals

MSCs Submit 
Reviewed 

Proposals to 
RITs

RITs Submit 
List to CECW-P

CECW-P 
Submits Final 

List to 
ASA(CW)

ASA(CW) 
Submits 
Report to 
Congress
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Criteria for Inclusion of a New or 
Modified Study or Project

1. Related to USACE authorities and one or more of 
the core missions

2. Required to have specific congressional 
authorization

3. Has not been previously congressionally 
authorized

4. Has not been included in a previous annual 
report (under 7001) AND

5. Able to be carried out by the USACE, if 
authorized
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Information on Each Submission 
Includes:

 Sponsor Name(s)
 Study or Project Purpose 
 Estimated cost (fed and non-fed)
 Anticipated monetary and nonmonetary 

benefits
 Letter or statement of Support
 Financial capability of sponsor
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The Appendix

Proposals that do not meet the criteria or do 
not contain all the required information will 
not be included in the Annual Report, but will 
be included in an appendix, citing which 
criteria were not met.
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District Roles
 Talk with your Sponsors / potential Sponsors
 Understand their submissions – work to 

ensure completion before deadline
 If doesn’t qualify, work on another solution to 

their issues:
► Is there already an authority that addresses the 

request?
► Is it not a USACE core mission?
► Can it be addressed via another route – CAP, 

FPMS, Silver Jackets, other agencies, etc.?
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MSC Roles

 Evaluate / Review submissions
 Engage the Districts when necessary  

(e.g., verify authorities)
 Provide reviewed submissions to RITs (via 

consistent format)
 RITs – completeness check and QC lists 

by deadline
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Headquarters Planning Roles

 New Project authorizations follow current 
process for inclusion (post-Chief’s Report)
 Engages with RITs on final backcheck 
 CECW-P compiles RITs’ lists for Report 

and Appendix
 Submits lists to ASA(CW)
 Works with ASA(CW) staff on final edits to 

report and appendix 
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For the Latest Information
 Planning Community Toolbox

►WRRDA Implementation Guidance
►Planning Bulletins and other interim guidance
►Updated Planning Guidance (incl. PGN)
►FAQs and more
►Email: hqplanning@usace.army.mil

 HQUSACE Planning “Legislative Links”
►WRRDA Listening Sessions Information
 Communicators Webinar on PAO 

SharePoint (June 2014)
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Planning Modernization 
Additional WRRDA IG Coming Soon

 Section 1001 – Puts 3-year; $3 million study 
caps into law – with exception and extension 
provisions

 Section 1002 – Eliminates separate 
Reconnaissance Phase; Requires sponsor 
notification of missed deadlines
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Completed IG Hyperlinks are 
Green / Bold
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Summary 

 WRRDA Implementation is priority and is 
underway
 Update PGN in parallel with WRRDA – key 

to planning excellence and long overdue
 WRRDA implementation leads to updated 

ER1165 docs in FY15
• e.g. - Contributed Funds, Policy Digest, PCA’s
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Have a question? 
Type 1 0 now. 

When it’s your turn, you’ll hear : 
"Please ask your question after 

the tone." 

We will answer as many 
as time allows.

For more information:
http://www.corpsplanning.us
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