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WRRDA 2014 Section 7001 Overview: 
Annual Report on Future Water Resources Development 

 
 Identifies proposals for new study authorizations, 

new project authorizations, and modifications to 
existing project or feasibility study authorities  

 Based, in part, on annual requests from non-
Federal interests 

 Secretary certifies proposals meet five WRRDA 
criteria 

 Proposals that don’t meet criteria are included in 
an appendix 
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When working with sponsors and potential 
sponsors, it is very important they 
understand: 
 Inclusion in the Report does not provide 

authorization or appropriation for a study or 
project 

 The Report does not replace the new start 
selection process for studies or projects 

 The Report does not prioritize studies or projects  

 
4 

An Important Note 
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 Reports, proposed studies and modifications are 
related to USACE missions and authorities  

 Require specific congressional authorization  
 Have not been congressionally authorized  
 Have not been included in the main table of a 

previous annual report  
 If authorized could be carried out by USACE  
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Criteria For Inclusion in the Report 

Established by Congress 
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 The Report to Congress did not meet 
committees’ expectations 

 Requested ASA(CW) and USACE refinements to 
the preparation and submission of non-Federal 
interests proposals for potential congressional 
authorization of: 
►Completed feasibility reports 
►Proposed feasibility studies   
►Proposal modifications to authorized project or studies   
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Congressional Feedback on 2014 
Annual Report and Appendix 
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Developing the 2015  
Annual Report 

 FR Notice published 26 May and posted on 
HQUSACE website 

 New online submission form for proposals 
 Incorporating Lessons Learned from Inaugural 

Report to Congress, a more inclusive and 
expansive approach has been developed 

 7001 IG being revised and reissued to reflect 
changes to approach 
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Section 7001 Webpage Resources 
http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/ProjectPlanning.aspx 

Click Here 

http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/ProjectPlanning.aspx
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Section 7001 Webpage Info 
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Top of page with 
general information 
and links to other 
resources, including 
Federal Register 
Notice. 

http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/ProjectPlanning/WRRDA7001Proposals.aspx 

http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/ProjectPlanning/WRRDA7001Proposals.aspx
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Instructions on Preparing and Submitting Proposals 
Online Proposal Form for non-
Federal Interests 

Information on the Proposal Form 
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Information Each Submission 
Includes: 

 Sponsor Name(s) 
 Study or Project Purpose  
 Estimated cost (Fed and non-Fed) 
 Anticipated monetary and nonmonetary 

benefits 
 Letter or statement of support 
 Financial capability of Sponsor 

11 



BUILDING STRONG® 

Anticipated Timeline (2015) 
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Federal 
Register 
Notice for 

Public 
Proposals 

26 May 23 Sept 28 Oct 12 Nov 15 Dec 1 February 

Deadline for 
Public 

Proposals 

Districts Submit Criteria 
Review Lists to MSCs 

MSCs Submit 
Cleared List 

to RITs 

CECW-P Submits 
HQUSACE 

Cleared list to 
ASA(CW) 

ASA(CW) 
Submits Report 

to Congress 

Proposals to 
Districts via 
RITs/MSCs 

28 Sept 

RITs Submit  
QC’d Lists to 

CECW-P 

25 Nov 
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Before Proposals Come In 
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Communicate, Communicate, Communicate 
 Districts 

►Reach out to non-Federal interests with proposals in 
2014 Report Appendix and invite to resubmit (if 
appropriate) 

►Reach out to non-Federal interests you are expecting 
to Submit 

 Leadership at Districts, MSCs, HQ & OASA(CW) 
►Communicate 2015 process and timelines with 

national organizations and other interested parties 
►Support Districts – answer questions timely about 

criteria 
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Processing Proposals 
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 Deadline for receipt of non-Federal Proposals is 
23 Sept 2015 
►  Can be submitted online or by mail 

 USACE and ASA(CW) will process and assess 
proposals 
► Database will be used to organize and evaluate proposal 

information 
► Districts are the lead in evaluating and documenting the 5 criteria 
► Districts, Divisions, RITs, HQUSACE, and OASA(CW) staff are 

involved in assessing proposals prior to providing final draft 
report and appendix to the ASA(CW)   
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District Roles 
 Provide a comprehensive, robust explanation for    

categorization (Report vs. Appendix) 
► Understand the proposals 
► Understand current authorities 
► Understand the five criteria and how to apply them 

 If doesn’t meet the 5 criteria, work with Sponsor / 
potential Sponsor on another solution: 
► Is there already an authority that addresses the request? 
► Is it not a USACE core mission? 
► Can it be addressed via another route – CAP, FPMS, Silver Jackets, 

other agencies, etc.? 
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Criteria for Inclusion of a New or 
Modified Study or Project 

1. Related to USACE authorities and one or 
more of the core missions 
 

 USACE primary missions are navigation, flood risk 
management, and aquatic ecosystem restoration.  
Recreation, hydropower and/or water supply will be 
considered “related” when it is performed in 
conjunction with one or more of the primary 
mission(s). 
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Criteria for Inclusion of a New or Modified Study 
or Project 

2. Required to have specific congressional authorization 
 Seeking New Study Authorization 

• New Feasibility study proposals  
• Proposed modifications to USACE study authorizations  

 Seeking Construction Authorization 
• Proposed Modifications to USACE projects 
• Proposals for an ongoing study that is expected to result in a 

Chief’s Report 
• Section 203 study proposals 

 Not Eligible 
• Proposals for construction authorization when a study has not been 

undertaken 
• Proposals to modifications where the USACE has provided 

technical assistance  (Environmental Infrastructure) 
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Caveat: Construction can not be recommended until a 
Chief’s Report is signed and transmitted by the Secretary 
to Congress (EO 12322) 
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Criteria for Inclusion of a New or 
Modified Study or Project 

3. Has not been previously congressionally 
authorized 

4. Has not been included in a previous annual report 
(under 7001), AND 

5. Able to be carried out by the USACE, if authorized 
 The decision document process must be followed and 

completed before a project or project modification can 
be recommended for construction   
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The Appendix 

Proposals that do not meet the criteria or do 
not contain all the required information will 
not be included in the Annual Report, but will 
be included in an appendix, citing which 
criteria were not met. 
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MSC and RITs Roles 

 Critically Evaluate / Review submissions 
for consistency 
 QC / Backcheck with the Districts when 

necessary  (e.g., verify authorities) 
 Provide MSC cleared submissions to RITs 

(via consistent format) 
 RITs – completeness check and QC lists 

by deadline 
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Headquarters Planning Roles 
 Ensures data integrity, consistency and 

completeness across all MSC submissions 
 Engages with RITs on final backcheck  
 CECW-P compiles RITs’ lists for Report 

and Appendix 
 Submits lists to ASA(CW) 
 Works with ASA(CW) staff on final edits to 

report and appendix  
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For the Latest Information 
 For sponsors and potential sponsors: Report to Congress 

on Future Water Resources Development  / WRRDA 7001 
Webpage  
► Includes Links to Fed Register Notice and Proposal Form 
► FAQs on the Report to Congress on Future Water Resources 

Development  (posted soon; Updated as additional questions arise) 
► Questions? Email: wrrda7001proposal@usace.army.mil  
► http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/ProjectPlanning/WRRDA7001

Proposals.aspx 

 For Districts: WRRDA 7001 Implementation Guidance 
(expect this to be updated and reissued soon)  
► http://www.usace.army.mil/Portals/2/docs/civilworks/Project%20Planning/wrda

/2014/2014_sec_7001.pdf 
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mailto:wrrda7001proposal@usace.army.mil
http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/ProjectPlanning/WRRDA7001Proposals.aspx
http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/ProjectPlanning/WRRDA7001Proposals.aspx
http://www.usace.army.mil/Portals/2/docs/civilworks/Project%20Planning/wrda/2014/2014_sec_7001.pdf
http://www.usace.army.mil/Portals/2/docs/civilworks/Project%20Planning/wrda/2014/2014_sec_7001.pdf
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Have a question?  
Type 1 0 now.  

When it’s your turn, you’ll hear: 
"Please ask your question after 

the tone."  
 

We will answer as many  
as time allows. 

For more information: 
http://www.corpsplanning.us 
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Executive Order 12322— 
Water Resources Projects 

Source: The provisions of Executive Order 12322 of Sept. 17, 1981, appear at 46 FR 46561, 3 CFR, 1981 Comp., p. 
178, unless otherwise noted. 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and laws of the United States of America, and in order to 
ensure efficient and coordinated planning and review of water resources programs and projects, it is hereby 
ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Before any agency or officer thereof submits to the Congress, or to any committee or member thereof, for 
approval, appropriations, or legislative action any report, proposal, or plan relating to a Federal or Federally 
assisted water and related land resources project or program, such report, proposal, or plan shall be submitted to 
the Director of the Office of Management and Budget. 

Sec. 2. The Director of the Office of Management and Budget shall examine each report, proposal, or plan for 
consistency with, and shall advise the agency of the relationship of the project to, the following: 
(a) the policy and programs of the President; 
(b) the Economic and Environmental Principles and Guidelines for Water and Related Land Resources 
Implementation Studies or other such planning guidelines for water and related land resources planning, as shall 
hereafter be issued; and 
(c) other applicable laws, regulations, and requirements relevant to the planning process. 

[Sec. 2 amended by Executive Order 12608 of Sept. 9, 1987, 52 FR 34617, 3 CFR, 1987 Comp., p. 245] 
Sec. 3. When such report, proposal, or plan is thereafter submitted to the Congress, or to any committee or member 

thereof, it shall include a statement of the advice received from the Office of Management and Budget. 
Sec. 4. Executive Order No. 12113, as amended, is revoked. 
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